generall council: 


les, the By- 


ſhoppers 
N Rome, and 


+? n+ if oo ""M 
* 


- — 
: 


% 4 


1.9 Jeeks & 11141 | 
3 2 whey . 


22 e-. d- * 


5 © JV * = 1 
„2 02. a 
. | — J,. "I 416455 m 


— — 


5 "Mi 8 BEES 


* 


E 
oo 
2 

2 
.. 
U 

— 
— 


The preface. 


the lay people haue beleuid that the 
ergy hath had power to vſe them 
by Fe lawe of god. And then J wol 
touche ſome powers and auctoꝛp⸗ 
ies, that the clergy hath taken vp» 
pon them, whichethey had nepther 
power to haue done by thelawe of 
god, ne by the lawe of man: ne yet 

t any cuſtom oz pꝛeſcription can 
cofirme them oꝛʒ make them laukul: 
but that the lenger they contynue, 
the greater is the offence, And then 
after thoſe thynges J intende ſom- 
what to touche, by what auctozytie 
catholike generall counſailes fyꝛſt 
began and what power they haue: 
then I ſhall ſpeake of ſuch toun⸗ 
ſayles, as haue benne gathered in 
tyme paſte. by the power of the by⸗ 
ſhoppes of Rome u hiche haue ben 
called general counſaples: and ſpe- 
cially of the general counlayle that 
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| 1 


The preface. 


the byſhoppe of Rome hath note. 2 -:«<: 
of late ſommoned. And then Jſhal 
ſome what touche ferther , vadex 
whatmaner, ſuche generall catho- 
Ipke councilles, as be appoynted 
by ſcripture, ought to be gatherede 
and then J woll recyte ſome lawes 
and decrees made by byſhoppes of 
Rome, and the clergie in tyme paſt. 
whiche be agaynſt ſcripture: and ſo 
IA wyl make an ende of this tretilc, 


Of the power of kynges 
and pꝛynces. 
The fyiſte Chapiter. 


oy tourneth not his 10d. 36 
een kroma rpghtewyſe  - 
man, a kinges he ſettith 
in they: ſeates foꝛ euer 
8 And nowe, O pe kynz pal. 2. 
es, vnderſtande ye be pe lerned | 
tudge the wozlde, 
J. il. Yy 


| The firſte chapiter. 

xoue. 8. By me kynges reygne, and ma⸗ 
kers of lawes dyſcerne ryghtewyſe 

| thynges. 

apts, Mere ye thertoꝛe ye kinges and vn 
dcrftande, lerne ye that be iudges 
of all parties of the wozlde, leye to 
vout eares ye that rule the multy⸗ 
tude and oꝛder the people: foz po⸗ 
wer is gyuen to you of god, a ber» 

: tue fro the holy ghoſte. 

eie. A wyſe kynge is the ſtablenes of 

his people. 

ccleſiaſ The kynge commandeth the hole 

r. counttep, as his ſubiecte. 

luce 22. Bynges of the people haue power 

TR guet them. 

Ad Tixa.z Waͤrne them, that they be ſubiects 

to puncis and powers to obey their 

commaundementes, toeuerp good 


f wozke to be redy. 

e:. Be pe ſubiecte to euerye creature 

fo; god, eyther to the kynge as pꝛe⸗ 
cellynge, 


The firſte chapiter. 


cellynge, oz to Dukes, as men ſent 
by hym to the co:rection of euill do- 
ers, and laude of good doers. 
Samuel ſayde to kynge Saul, 82 
han thou were lytel in thyn ou 
ſyght, were thou not made heed in 
the trybes of Jlraell-and our lozde 
annointed the king vpon Iſtael. c 
Ill the people of Fraell ſayde to 1. Par. 
Dautd : thy lozde god ſayde to the: 
_ ſhalte fede my people of I 
raell, 
Be euery ſoule ſubiect to the high Ron 
powers, kozſothe there is no power 
but of god: veryly all thynges that 
be, be ozdeyned of god, and he that 
ceſyſteth power, reſyſteth the oꝛdy⸗ 
naunce of god: foꝛſoth they that re- 
lyſte get dampnation to them ſelfe, 
fo: pꝛynces be not to the dꝛedde ok a 
good werke, but of an euell. wylte 
thou not dꝛede power! do good and 
| A. uu thou 


The firſte chapiter. 
thou ſhalte haue laude therof, he is 
fo:ſothe the mpnyſter of god to the 


into goodneſle, Ik thou doo eupll, 


Ar. 23 


Par. $. 


dꝛede. fo; ſothely he beareth not a 
ſwerde without cauſe: he is the mi⸗ 
nyſter of god teuenger in to wꝛathe 
to hym dothe euyll, and ther- 
foze be pe ſubiecte to neceſſytie, not 
only foʒ wrath but foz conſcience, 

Kynge Dauid layd to all the peo⸗ 
ple, Out loꝛde god of Iſtaell chaſe 
me befoze al the houſe of my father, 
that I ſhulde be kynge vpon Iſta⸗ 
ell fo2 euet. 

Salomon accoꝛdynge to the con⸗ 
ſtitution of Dauid his father, inſti⸗ 
tuted thoffyces of pzyeſtes in theyꝛ 
miniſtrations, and leuptes in thepz 
oꝛder that they ſhuld laude and mi⸗ 
nyſite befoze the payeſtes, after the 
cuſtomes of eucry day, and pozters 
in their deuyſiõs by gate and 2 

0 


| 


The firſte chapiter. 
So commaunded Daimd the man 
of god, and they bꝛee nothynge of 
the commandementes of the kyng, 
neyther the paeſtes no2 the leuites, 
in all thynges that the kynge com- 
maunded. And the laid conſtitution 
of Dauid appereth. . Par. If. &t6. 

Kynge Joſaphat oꝛdeyned iuges 
in al the cities of Juda, and in Hie- 
ruſalem he oꝛdeined leuites and px 
ſtes, and pzynces of familyes, that 
they ſhuld tudge the iugement and 
cauſe of our loꝛd to al thedwellers 
therof. And ferther he added therto, 
ſayinge : Imary, your pꝛieſte and 
byſhop, ſhal be chiefe in ſuche thin⸗ 
ges as petteyne to god. 

In the. rvut. yere of Joſias king 
of Juda, thekynge ſente Daphan 
the ſctybe of the temple to Elchias 
the hyghe paeſte, that al the money 
that was gatherid of the people — 

e 


1 


2. Par. 


4. Re. 


The firſte chapiter. 
the temple, ſhoulde be molten and 
deliuered to ſmithes to be beſtowed 
vpon the temple : and Elchias dyd 
as the kynge commaunded and al- 
ſo ſente hyin by Saphan, a boke of 
the lawe that he had founde in the 
houſe of god. And when Saphan 
had redde it to the kynge, he cut his 
clothes, and commaunded Elchias 
the hyghe pꝛieſte, that he ſhuld coũ⸗ 
cell out loꝛde vppon the woꝛdes of 


that boke foꝛ he ſayd the wzathe of . 


god was kendellyd agaynſte them. 
and Elchias dyd as the kyng com⸗ 
manded hym. And ſoo it appereth, 
that the kinge commanded the high 
p2yſte, concernynge the reparation 
of the temple, and alſo concerninge 
the ſayde boke, and he obeyed. 

Alſo the kynge Joſias commaun⸗ 
ded Elchias the byſſhoppe,and the 
pziſtes of the ſecoude ozder, and the 

pozters 


The firſte chapiter; 
poꝛters that they ſhuld caſte out of 
the houſe of god all veſſelles that 
were made to Baal and they obeied. 
And thele textes pꝛoue, that kyn- 
ges haue they power immediately 
of god. And that they tudge the 
wozlde: that al that be within their 
domintons are they: ſubiectes, and 
owe to obeye them, and neyther by⸗ 
Hop oꝛ pꝛiſte is not excepted in any 
of thele textes. 


C Of dyuers powers that the cler⸗ 
gre bath by thc law of god 
The. u. chapit. 


T HE power of pꝛeachynge is 
by the lawe of god: where it is 
ſayd: Pꝛeche ye the goſpell to eue⸗ Mx 
rye creature . Ind that might eue⸗ 
ry pꝛiſte haue doone in the begyn⸗ 
nynge of the churche, as ſoone as 
he was pꝛyſte, and noone _— 

ue 


The firſte chapiter. 
the temple, ſhoulde be molten and 
deliuered to ſmithes to be beſtowed 
vpon the temple: and Elchias dyd 
as the kynge commaunded and al⸗ 
ſo ſente hym by Saphan, a boke of 
the la we that he had founde in the 
houſe of god. And when Saphan 
had redde it to the kynge, he cut his 
clothes, and commaunded Elchias 
the hyghe pꝛieſte, that he ſhuld coũ⸗ 
cell our lozde vbppon the wozdes of 


that boke,fo: heſayd,the wzatheof . 


god was kendellyd agaynſte them. 
and Elchias dyd as the kyng com⸗ 
manded hym. And ſoo it appereth, 
that the kinge commanded the high 
p2yſte, concernynge the reparation 
of the temple, and alſo concerninge 
the layde boke, and he obeyed. 

Alſo the kynge Joſias commaun⸗ 
ded Elchias the byſſhoppe, and the 
p:tſtes of the ſecoude ozder, and the 

pozters 
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The firſte chapiter: 


the houſe of god all veſſelles that 
were made to Baal, and they obeted, 
And theſe textes pꝛoue, that kyn- 
ges haue theyz power immediately 
of god. And that they iudge the 
woꝛlde: that al that be within their 
dominions are they: ſubiectes, and 
owe to obeye them, and neyther by⸗ 
hop oꝛ pꝛiſte is not excepted in any 
ok thele textes. 


Ct dyuers power that the clers 
gre bath by the law of god 
The. u. chapit. 


T HE power of pꝛeachynge is 
by the lawe of god: where it is 
ſayd: Pꝛeche ye the gofpell to eue⸗ Mar v 
rye creature. And that might eue⸗ 
ry pꝛiſte haue doone in the begyn⸗ 
nynge of the churche, as ſoone as 
he was pꝛyſte, and noone * 

ue 


The ſeconde chapiter. 


haue pꝛohibite him therot᷑: but after | © 


by lawes of the byſſhops of Rome 
02dinaries myght make p:ohibitt- 
ons in ſuche cales, and that hindꝛed 
trewe pꝛeachynge very moche. Alſo 
matrimoiy was o2deyned. by god, 
And ouer that, the power that the 
clergy hath, to cõſettate the body of 
our loꝛd to aſſoile to make deacons, 
pzyſtes, and byſſhoppes, is by the 
law of god. And they may alſo baps 
tiſe without ceremonyes 02 cro:cyls 
mes, by the lawe of god, and ſo may 
euety lay ma; but none map vſe the 
ceremonies 02 exoꝛcyſmes but pꝛy- 
ſtes: and that is by lawes of the bỹ⸗ 
ſhops of Rome. and ſo like wiſe the 
ceremonyes in other miniſtrations 
be by lawes of biſhoppes of Rome, 
oꝛ by cuſtome. Alſo the myniſttati⸗ 
on of extreme vnction none may ers 
erciſe but anely pateſtes, and as — 
8 
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The ſeconde chapiter. 


te puttyng away of ſpnne, no pꝛilt 


maye doo it, neyther by the lawe of 
god, ne by the la wr of man, foꝛ god 


onely of his mercye, thzoughe con- 
-tricion, which is the very trewe pes 


naunce, putteth awaye ſynne, and 
none but he. And euerye man that 
hath offended, muſte vſe this myny⸗ 
ſtration of penaunce and of contrp- 
tion in hym ſclfe, and in his owne 
hatte, if he wyll haue fo:gyucnes: 
And none other but he may vie this 
mmpniltratton foz hym. 


C Of dyucrs mynyſtrations, whiche the 
clergye bath vſed by cuſtome and by 
lawes of man, and yet many of the 
lay people haue thought, that 
they haue vſed theym by 
the lawe of god. 

The thride chapiter, 


Mista NY Was odeys 
ned by god: as is ſapde befoꝛe 
and 


ad — ⁰˙—ĩ 


The thyrde chapiter. 


and it hath. ti. greate pꝛetogatyues | 


befo:e any other myniſtration, that 
is to ſap, by reaſon of the place and 
ofthe tyme : of the place, foꝛ it was 
inſtituted by god in paradiſe: of the 
tyme, fo2 it was fyꝛſte ozdepned be- 
foe all other mynyſtrattons. Ind 
trouth it is, that pzeſtes by cuſtome 
haue had alway the miniſtration x 
the ſolempnyſyng therof, and none 
but they, as tothe ceremonies, ⁊ ſo 
it is tight couentent that they haue 
ſtil:but yet it is expedient, that it be 
knowẽ by what authoꝛite they haue 
it:and that it may with a cauſe be ta 
ken fro them by the hyghe powers, 
as it may in dede. Alſo confyꝛmati⸗ 
on is by the lawe of man, and was 
oꝛdeined by the biſhoppes of Rome 
and the clergie, thꝛoughe the exam⸗ 
ple of thappoſtics in the pꝛymitiue 
churche, whiche by n. of 
; cya 


| 


The chirde chapiter. 
thepz handes. gaue the holy gooſte 
ina vyſpble ſygne, but that 
went not to they; ſucceſſoures:how 
be it they ſucceſſouts haue ozdep- 
ned, that they ſhall lyke wyſe con⸗ 
firme them that be baptiſed,by tow 
chynge ot they; handes, and ik they 
that do it be in grace it mape doo 
ood, and elles it wil do lytel good. 
[ſo auriculer conteſſpon is by the 
lawe of man, and it map ſometime 
do good, and be occaſyon to b 
in contrition. Neuer the leſſe many 
of the clergye affy:me, and all the 
peple in maner beleue, that it is by 
thelawe of god .Jlſo ſatiſfactpon, 
ik it be taken as a parte of penance, 
uen by intunction of the confeſ- 
out, in ſuche maner as hath benne 
vſed in tyme paſt after confeſſions, 
is by the la we of man: And ik it be 
tazen as good deedes of pzayour, 


faſtynge 


The chitde chapiter; 


faſtynge, and almes deede, done ok 


deuotion, then it is commanded to 
enery man by thelawe of god. but 
pet whiche way ſo cucrit be taten, 


tt neuer putteth away ſynne, but it 


mapye thꝛoughe grace, and thꝛou | 
Pay Nope of god, whether wy | 


frely done, oz by waye of intmnctis 
_ penaunce, encredfe his me⸗ 
rite and tewarde in heuen. Allo be- 
nedictions and hallowynges , as 
they be com ꝛonlye vſed , be by the 


lawe ot᷑ mai: and it the miniſter de 


in ſtate of grace, his benedyctyons 


and halowynges may do good: but | 


if he be out of grace then as of then 
ſelfe, they do rather hurt then good, 
And neuertheleſſe many of the peo⸗ 
ple thynke, that the euyll lyfe of the 
mynyſter, hutteth not ſuche hallo⸗ 
wynges 02 benedyctions, noo moze 


than it dothe hurte theyz conſetratt⸗ 
ons 


: 


| 


Þ 


Tyghte great crrour, — 


Thethirde chapiter. 


Ans and — technnitce 


mynyſttations as thep haue vwthe 
1awe of god. Ind ſurelye that is a 


haue power to 
tes, that be pꝛeſe: to — 


baut that is inthis'realme urin by 


cuſtome, and by the fauogranvfubs 
feraunce of the king und his lawes. 
and not by the la na of god. foꝛittan 
not be pꝛoued byithe lawe of god, 
that one pʒiſt hath that power durr 
au other pꝛiſte ne none ſhoulde be 
made paſtes, but ſuch as were able 
to take a cure; Allo ail holydays,ct- 
— — and alſo the 
dapes, matyns, e- 
the ceremomies at maſſe, 
and other like, be by the law ot ma 
and ſo is the power of iutiſdiction 
that the clergye hathe vſed in tyme 
Ik as to kepe courtes and couns 

— cilles, 


The thyrde chapiter. 
tilleg, to do cozrections, and ſuche 
ochet: Ind pet many thynke, that 
Tuche thynges haue ben by the lawe 
ol god. Trouthe it is, that many of 
the pꝛapouts that be ſayde at maſſe, 
matyus, euenſonge; and diriges be 
taken out of ſcripture, and be ſcrip- 
ture in dede: but to this intente that 
chey ſhall be ſayd in one place of the 


ſeruice tathet then in an other, oz in 


this tyme ot the pete moze than in 
this, oʒ to this intente one time, and 
to this an other: they ate but cere 
monves, foꝛ they be oꝛdeyned ta be 
ſaide in that oꝛdre by the onely lawe 
of man. And therfoze it were righte 
expediente, that it were openly de⸗ 
clared and knowen, what thynges 
be vſed by the law of god, and what 
by cuſtome and by the lawe of man, 
And vndoubtedly there is no lawe 
of god, that commaundeth —_— 

* 


The thride chapiter. 
dp of ymages, but whether the lef- 
tynge bp of them be pꝛohybited by 
thelawe of god, that is to ſay by the 
xx. Chapyter of exodie o2not, is a 
great doubte to many men: and as 
it ſemeth, ik the ſayde texte were in- 
dyfferently loked vpon it wold nl 

pere, that the ſettyng vp of ch 
therby clearly pzohibite; hawe 

ik che clergy be tudges in — 
ter, it is verye Iyke; that many of 
them wyl maintepne, that thepzp1e« 
deceſſours began. Aiſo all the: inf 
Liour oꝛders vndet Deacon, 
_ names,ÞPope,patriarke 

dinall, and dyuers other, haue ben 
inuentedand bzoughte vppe bythe 
power of the byſſhoppes of Rome 
andthe clergye, and not by the lgwe 

of god. 5. '1 


The fourth chapiter. 


Co dyuere thynges that the byſhops of 
Acme and orber —— ops and pꝛyſie o lee 
clæmed vnder the ce lot of the law of god, 


wic he u gyucrh them not, ne that they: 
pecrence therin can not be affy:med by 
- , EuNtorſſe, ne vet by affcyte of the peo 
Ne The fourthe Ebapyrcr. | 


Fe: _ 7 K byMHoppes of Nome 
ores pꝛeteded tobe ſupꝛeme Hed 
vayuerſallchurche of Chun, 

theÞ haue pxetendcd alſo ehm 
Oe haue bothe powers ſpirptual 
and temporal: Howe be it they agts, 
. — — — the execution 
power to kynges + 
eee thr po wet of tight his 
—— to haue holly in them 
ſeifet and chetfore they haue ſapde, 
that they haue power to depolr um 


ges and pꝛyncis, and that ſom ot 
they: pzedcceſſours haue dont do in 
dede. And ferthermoze they haue pꝛe 
tended, that by they; ſayde ſupzemts | 


The fourth chapirer. 
tie; they haue power to ſomon a ge⸗ 
nerall counci!l, and to commaunde 
2 Bynges andpancis to aſſiſte thepm 
| thertu. Ind that byſhoppes pꝛiſtes 
and other of the clergye, aughte to 
haue the voices in ſuche counties, 
— none but _ — they 
aue power to ma 8, aud 
— to gyue — benefices 
and [pt dignities | 
chuſtendome: to be the viopuorſall 
byſhoppe thzoughe al dyoctſes,.and 
to viſite in all places ſeculet and te. 
guler whan they wyll: to haneftr& 
fruites of all byſſhopzickes, and ot 
all other ſpirytuall dygnities; 'Bifo 
that they and the clergye make the 
churche, and thatſuch a churche as 
may not erre:and that then haut au⸗ 
ctozitte to erpounde and declareche 
doubtes of ſcryptute: and that all 
men are bounde to ſtand to that d& 
9 B. ni. claratts 


en AMS} , . AA 4 4 .Þc. af | ;, 4&6 f ain 


Thefourth chapiter. 


daration. And that they haue aus 


ctozitie by the la we of god to make 
excommunications: and they except 
therin neyther treaſons, murders, 
ne felonyes, ne pet kynge ne p2ince. 
They pzetende alſo, that they maye 
make lawes: and that all tempozal 
lawes muſte gyue place to them:al⸗ 
ſo they haue pꝛetended, that they 
mape graunte full pardone «pen« & 
culps, and archebyſhoppes and cars 
dinals haue p:etended,Þ they might 
graunte an. C. dayes of patdone : 
and euerp byſhop. rl. dayes, Ind al 
byfſhops haue pzetended, that they 
may make abſolutions in many cas 
ſes, where other pzyſtes maye not. 
And al pꝛieſtes haue made pzetence, 
that they maye put away ſynne: and 
that they maye determyne by power 
of the keys, who is wazthy to be ad⸗ 
mytted into the kyngdome of _ 
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The fourth chapiter. 
and who not. And all cheſe pꝛeten⸗ 
ces, and many mo here omitted, wht 
che the people haue bene inſtructed 


in tyme paſte to be trewe, be not on⸗ 


ly vntrewe, but alſo many of theym 


be hereſpe, and be directly agaynſte 


ſcripture, and none of them can be 
affermed ne made perfite by cuſtom 
pꝛeſctiption vſene by acceptance of 
the people: fo: they be vnttewe do⸗ 
ctrines: and an viitrue doctrine can 
not be tretoꝛmed tyl it be clerely bꝛo⸗ 
ken and put away, wherfoze the len 
ger they contynue, the greatter is 
the offence in them that maynteyne 


them. And amongeſt other thpnges 
the greateſt hynderaunce of the true 


doctrpne of the goſpel, and bf the 
perfection of all chʒiſten reltgton, & 
the increaſynge of hereſies and vn. 
true doctrines, haue growen by re⸗ 
ſon of thele pzetences — 


e: 
T 


The fourche chapiter. 
Chat is to ſaye, that the byſſHop of 
Nome ſhuld be heed of the vnpuer ; 
ſail churche: and that he ſhuld haue 
power to ſommon general councits 
les: and that byſhoppes and pʒiſtes 
ſhuld only haue the voices in them: 
t haue power to expounde the dou⸗ 
tes of ſcripture. And J entend now 
mykely as J canne, to touche ſome 
thynge of generall councylles: and 
fyꝛſte I wyll ſpeke of ſuche catho- 
lyke generall counſayles as be ap- 
poynted to be kepte by the la we of 
god: and then of ſuche councylles 
as haue ben kepte in tyme paſte, dy 
the po wet of the byſhops of Rome. 


By what auctoute the catholyke general 
councilles fyꝛſte began, and what power 
| they haue. Zhefyfthe chapiter, 


V. HEN à man maketh a teſta⸗ 
ment, he hath a deſyze to haue 
it 


The fy frhe chapite 
it pcrfo:med, — he wplthertoze tn 
the beſte maner that he can, deuyſe 
ſuche wayes, as may moſte helpe to 
the perfourmance therof; wher bp / 
pon it foloweth, that ſythe our mai 
ſter Chzyſte, whiche was and is of 
moſte hyghe wyſedome, power and 
goodneſie, made a teſtament, which 
he wolde ſhulde contynue to thende 
of the wozlde: that he wold pꝛouide 
howe that teſtamente ſhulde be per= * 
fourmed: and bycauſe it was expoe⸗ 
diente, that there ſhulde be alwaye 
certaine powers in his churche that 
ſhulde ſe the execution therof, he al⸗ 
ſygned certayne powers therto. in 
ſuch maner as Þ (hal touche heraf- 
ter:and thoſe powers he appoynted 
accoꝛding to the times then to come 
in his churche, to the ende of the 
wozlde: whcrof che fyꝛſte was the 
tmechet kolowed „ af- 
. tet 
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The fyfthe chapiter. | 
ter his paſſyon, whan the churche 
was in the begynnynge, and in ma⸗ 
ner as in her tnfaneye, to the tyme 
that kynges and pꝛynces were con⸗ 
uerted : whiche by thauctoꝛitie that 
they had receyued of god ouer his 
people, myght take rule and gouer⸗ 
naunce therot᷑: The other tyme was 
froin the ſayd time that kyuges and 
P2ynces were conuerted to the ende 
of the wozlde. And foz the good 0z- 
der and direction of his teſtamente 
in the firſte of the ſayde tymes, he 

aue power to his apoſtles and di⸗ 
ciples, by this texte. vohen he ſayd 
to Peter in the name of all the ap⸗ 
poſtles, and of all the hole churche, 
tyllkynges and pꝛyncis ſhulde be 
_  conuerted to the kaythe. what ſoo 
t ener bynde vpon the erthe, hall 
| be boundẽ in heuens: to; there were 
1 none other thenne, that coulde * 


edn. 4,135 3 4 1 


Thefyfthe chapiter. 

wolde take the gouernaunce bppon 
them, but onely they: and therfoze 
the appoſtles and dyſcyples o 
without aſſyſtaunce of kynges an 
pꝛynces, 02 any other of the people, 


by auctoꝛzitie of the ſayd texte, in the 


name of the hole church, foz the time 
appoynted Mathie in the place of 
udas : And they alſo foz thencreas 
pnge of the moze loue and honour 
in the hartes of p peple to the name 
of Jeſu, altered the fozme of bap- 
time, inſtituted by Chꝛiſt and com⸗ 
manded that all men ſhulde be hap⸗ 
tiſed in the name ol Jeſu .Ind they 
alſo chaſe the. vii. deacons, to my - 


niſtre to the tables: that they them 


ſelfe myght attende to pzayour and 
pzeching. Ind they appointed alſo, 
that thegoodes of them that were 
conuerted in the begynnynge of the 
churche, if the owners had _ 

on ſo 


Acto. 


Acte 


Acto. 


Thefyfrhe chapiter. 
on ſo to ds. ſhulde be bzoughte and 
leyed at the appoſtles tete to the co» 
mon vlſe of the multytude of the 


Chꝛiſten people then newly conuer⸗ 


ted. Ind thoſe directions they made 
in their owne names, bycaule there 
were then no other men conuerted, 
that mvght conuentently be ioyned 


with them in councilles : but after, 


whanne other were conuerted, that 


myght be conuemently toyned with . - 


then in Councilles, then they toke 
the ſemours of the peple with them 
in councylles , in the name of the 


. cle churche, as appereth Acto. xv. 


and. rri. and that they dyd alſo by 


auh.16, Aucto:ttie of the ſaid text. Mat.rve. 


fo: there were no kynges then cons 
ucrted. that myghte take that po⸗ 
wer vpon them as is ſande befo2e. 
And al this tyme the Apoſtels were 
the hyghe tulers in all the _ 


£ 
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and ils but when kynges and pꝛyncts 
were conuerted to the faythe, then 
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che power, to ſee the ſaide teſtament 
ot Chriſte to be duely executed, was 
deuolute to kynges and pancts, as 
heedes and rulcrs ouer the people, 
and that was by the texte, hat ſo 
euer ye bynde vppon erthe, ſhalt be 
-bounden in heuen: foz tho wozdes 
Ch uſt ſpeke to the diſctples, and to 


all the people there beinge pzeſente 


in che name of the vntuerſal church 
and that texte is the verye gedunde 
and watrante of the kepynge of all 
catholyke generall councilles, that 
haue ben ozſhall be tochende of the 
wo2ld. And here it is to be notid,thas 
when kKyngegand pꝛynces were ins 
fidels, cher had they: power of god 
ouer the people: and when they bes 
tame ch2yſtened, they loſte none of 
that power, but had it, and to this 

daye 


The fyfthe chapirer. 


daye haue it in moche moze graty. 'b 
ous and excellent maner, than they 0 
had befoꝛe. Ind vnder this manex 4 


beganne the auctozitie ofthe catho⸗ 
like general councilles in the chur⸗ 
che of god: and then to ſpetze ſome⸗ 
what of the power of the catholyke 
generall councils, that J haue ſpo⸗ 
ken of befoze, I thynke veryly, that 
the power of them ſtandeth mooſte 
p2inctpally to declare the trewe ca- 
tholyke fayth, accoꝛdynge to the tu⸗ 
les and groundes of ſcripture : and 
to declare alſo, what is to be iuged 
to be agaynſte ſcripture, and w 

not: and to expounde the doubtes 
therof: and alſo to determine, what 
bokes are to be obeide and taken as 
bookes of ſcripture, and what not. 
Fo: all chyſten people muſte agree 
in one faythe and in one god. Howe 
be it the cozrectiõ of them that — 

ae 


— , 
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ty. bꝛeke oꝛ dyſobey the ſayd declaratfs 
hep on of the generall councille, belon⸗ 


ner 
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geth by the lawe of god to kynges 
and pꝛyncis. Foz it is ſayd Eccle.v. 
the kynge commaundeth the hoole 
'countrey, as his ſubiette: and ther 


koꝛe, if any man ſhulde punyſſhe in 


the tealme of an other pzynce, anp 
ok his ſubtectes, withoute his conts 
-maundement, it chulde be againſte 
the fozeſapde terte. 'voherfoze the 
ſayde terte, Watch.rviti. which was 
ſpoken to the bntuertall churche,as 


is ſayde befoze, is tobe vnderſtand 


thus, what ſo euer pe bynde bppon 
erthe, not offendynge ſcripture, ne 
the power that is gyuen to kynges 
by the lawe of god, ſhal be bounden 
in heuen. Fo: certapneit is that the 
intent of Chriſt was, neuertoſpeke 
any thynge againſte ſcripture, net- 
ther of the olde teſtamente ne of the 

newe, 


Eccleſi 
teg. 5. 


Thefyfthe chapiter. 
new. For he ſaid, J com not to bzekt 
che la we, but to fultyll tt. Aud ally 
it is to be noted, that to declare tht 


falthe, ozto do any of the thynges 
that J haue ſayd befoze, do pertapi 


to the generall councille: is not a- 
gaynſte ſcripture, ne agaynſte thr 
power of kinges and pꝛinces. Foj 
they neuer had thoſe powers, but to 
cozrecte offenders, and to appoynte 
thoꝛder of cozrectiov.in what degre 
of offence ſo euer it be, without their 
aſſent, is agatuſt the power of kin. 
ges and panyas; Ro. rit; where u 
is ſayde, that pzincis be panyſhees 
of euety thynge that is euylic. Ind 
auer that, if achiſten kynge lyued 
agayuſte ſcripture, to the hurte of 
bis owne ſoule and to the yuell ex⸗ 
ample alſo of all his ſubiectes, the 
general councill might declare that 
he lyued againſte ſcripture, and az 

* gain 


Thefyfrhe chapiter. 
gainſt the lawe of god: but coꝛret: 
tion they myght none do, ne his ſub 
tectes might nothing do therin: but 
only pꝛay to almightye god fo2 his 
amendement. Allo pt the gencrall 
councille decrecd, that the yongeſt 
ſonune ſhuld enherite in this realm: 
oꝛ that all entayles made of landes, 
ſhulde be voide: Oz that the clerate 
ſhuld haue a turiſdiction, and make 
pꝛoces of cxrcomuntcation againſte 
cuety man, that bꝛeke any of their 
decrees, all were in vayne : fo2 it 
were agaynſte the pꝛeto gatyue of 
kingis and pꝛincis ty euety tealme: 
and alſo againſt ſcriptute, whereby 
kynges haue their power as is ſaid 
befoze. Ycherfoze the general coun⸗ 
cill hath therin no auctozitie , Lyke 
wyſle, if auy lawe be vſed agaynſte 
ſcripture, the generall councill may 
declare, that it is ſo: but the cozrecs 
tion 


The fyfthe chapiter. 


tion and refourmation in that be⸗ 
halfe, they muſte commpytte to kyn- 
ges in eucry countreye,and to they? 
lawes. And thoughe the apoſtels x 
ſeniours, Act. xv. by auctoꝝitie of the 
ſaid texte, Matth. xvi, Qxodcunq́; ligaxes 
ris. c. decreed, that the peple ſhuld 
abſtayne, « ſufſocatis & ſanguine, whts 
che pertapned not meereclye to the 
faythe, fo: the mcate was laufulle: 
and neuertheleſle the chꝛyſten peo⸗ 
ple were than bounden to obey the 
decree: Yet yf the kynges, under 
whom the ch:ſten people were tha 
ſubtectes, vpon a reaſonable cauſe 
had commaunded them to haue ea⸗ 
ten ſuche meate, they ought in cons 
ſcience to haue obeyed his commã⸗- 
dement. Foꝛ the eatinge ſhulde not 
haue ben againſt the faith, and that 
decree was not made, but onely foz 
a frendly communyon and compa- 

nienge 
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The fyfche chapiter. 

ntenge togither of the gentyles and 
tewes in the beginning of the chur- 
che. Fo: the Jewes greately abhoz- 
red ſuche meates . But foz as moch 
as the cauſe of that lawe is nowe 
determined, the lawe alſo is deter⸗ 
myned: ſo that no man at this day 
is bounden to it. 

Fatthermoꝛe by that J haue ſaide 
befoꝛe, appet eth, that the generalle 
councille, laufully gathered accoꝛ- 
ding to ſcripture, may declare, what 
is hereſte, and whatte not. Aud Y 
thinke alſo, that by theſe wozdes, 
Dic eccleſig, & ſi eccleſtam non audierit.ſit 
tibi ſicut ethnicus & publicanus , They 
may put a man to aunſwere befo:e 
them vpon the hereſie : and ſo may 
not euety byſhop, ne yet all the cler- 
gie togyther. Howe be it the gene⸗ 
rall councill maye not thet vpon do 
co:rection, Foz al the cozrection pet 

Cu taineth 
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Thefyfthe chapiter. 
taineth to kynges and pꝛincis as J 
haue ſayd befoꝛe, ne they maye not 
alter the wo:des of ſcripture in any 
article as the apoſtels dydde in the 
fourme of baptyſme, foz the cauſe 
why the appoſtels dyd it, is deter⸗ 
myned. that is toſaye, to cauſe the 
name of Jeſu to bc had in the moze 
loue and honour amonge the peo⸗ 
ple, as is [aid befoze, whiche nowe, 
thanked be our loꝛde, ts vntucrſal- 
ty fultylled amonge al chaſten peo- 
ple: aud ſo the ſayd example is de⸗ 
termined. Farthermoꝛe by that that 
J haue ſayde befoꝛe, appereth, that 
the oꝛderynge of all cetemonies, of 
faſtynge dayes and holy dayes, cr» 
cepte the. vii. day onely, of ſenſyn⸗ 
ges and ok all the ceremonies, ap- 
patell at maſſe, matyns, and euen 
ſonges, and of al other lyke: be vn⸗ 
det the power of kynges and p2yn- 
ces 


Thefyfthe chapiter. 
ces, acco2ding to their lawes, and 
not of the generall councilles . Foz 
they be not commaunded by ſcrip⸗ 
ture, ne pertayne not merely to the 
faithe : but haue ben bꝛought vppe 
to: the beaurifieng of the minifiras 
tions bſed amonge the people, and 
to ſtire them the rather to deuotion. 
voherfoze dyucrs countreyes maye 
ble dyucrs ceremonies to the ſayde 
intentes, in ſuche maner as ſhall be 
thought moſt expedient fo: the peo⸗ 
ple in cuery countrep, without any 
offence to thelawof god. but in one 
faythe and in one hoole and full aſ- 
ſente vpon ſcripture, and vpon the 
erpolitions therof, all ch:iſten pco- 
ple muſte of neceſſitie agree, as J 
haue ſayd befoꝛe: and to that intent 
oneſh it ſhulde ſeme that Chriſt oꝛʒ⸗ 
depned gencrall councilles. 

C iii Oe 


The ſyxte chapiter. 


Of ſuch councils as haue ben kept in trme 
paſt by the power of tbe biſhops of Rome, 
and of the clergie, and hauc ben called 
general councils. The.vi.chap. 


1. A MAN wylle ſaye, and aby- 
dingly ſtand in it that the byſhop 
of Rome is hced of the vniuerſalle 
Churche of Chaiſte : it is not onely 
bntrewe, but it is alſo hereſye, and 
ts directely agaynſte ſcripture, Ecs 
cleſtaſtes.v. Where it is ſayde : Vni- 
werſy terrg rex imperat ſeruienti, that is, 
The kynge commaundeth the hole 
countrey as his ſubrect. yohervpon 
it foloweth, that the emperour, wht 
che is kynge in Italye, mape com- 
maunde the byſhoppe ok Rome as 
his ſubſecte. Ind if the byſhoppe of 
Rome ſhulde be heed of the bmuer⸗ 
ſal! churche : then he ſhulde be heed 
oucr the Emperour. Fo: he vndou⸗ 


tedly is one of the church: and than 
e 


The ſyxte chapiter. 

he might commaunde hym as a ſu⸗ 
periour to hym, and that is directly 
againſt the ſaid texte eccleſiaſtes.v. 
and if the byſſhoppe of Rome came 
in to the realme of any other kyng, 
he ſhulde fo: the tyme be ſubiecte to 
that kynge, and ought to be obedi⸗ 
ente to his la wes and commaunde⸗ 
mentes. And alſo it is ſayd, Sa. vt. 
Here yekynges and vnderſtande: 
lerne pe that be tudges of all partes 
of the woꝛde. Ind if kinges be Ju⸗ 
ges of al partes of the woꝛlde, what 
part of the wozld is left to the iuge⸗ 
ment of the biſhoppe of Rome: Ind 
if the byſſhoppe of Rome were ſy- 
pꝛeme heed of the vniuerſall chur⸗ 
che then he might iudge vniuerſal- 
ly in al rcalmes:and that were dire⸗ 
ctely ageynſt the ſavde textes. It is 
hereſie therfoze, to ſaye that the by⸗ 
ſhoppe ot Rome is heed of the vni⸗ 
Cun uerſall 


The ſyxte chapiter. 


uerſall churche. Alſo to ſav, that the 
byſhoppe of Rome and the clergie 
maye make la wes to bynde kinges 
and puncis and their ſubiectes, 1s 
alſo againſt ſcripture, pſal.u.where 
it ts ſaide, O kynges vnderſtande 
pe, be ye lerned that tuge the woꝛld. 
Joꝛ yf the byſſhoppe of Nome and 
the clergie ſhoulde haue power to 
make lawes, to bynde kynges and 
theit people: then myght not kyn⸗ 
ges iudge the woꝛld:foꝛ they might 
not iudge vppon tho lawes, ne te⸗ 
fo:mec tho lawes . Fo: he that maye 
make a lawe, hath power to inter⸗ 
pꝛete and to tefoꝛme the lawe, and 
none but he: and ſo ſhulde kynges 
be bounden by tho lawes: à myght 
not of their owne power iudge the 
wo:lde, as the ſayde terte, Pſal. it. 
ſaythe they do. Alſo ſeyncte Paule, 
No. xiii.ſayth of cucry pzynce uw 

e 


The ſyxte chapiter. 
He is the reuenger in to wꝛathe to 
hym that dothe cuylle. Ind ſayncte 
Paule in the ſayd woꝛdes excepteth 
no maner of euylle . And ik pzinces 
haue power to teuenge euety euyll. 
It is heteſye to ſay, that the byſhop 
of Rome may iudge 02 teuenge any 
maner of cuyll,by his owne power, 
And neuertheles not withſtandyng 
the ſayde textes and dyuers other, 
whiche pꝛoue ſufficientely, that the 
high power of the woꝛlde is in kin- 
ges and pꝛincis, wherof J haue re- 
cited parte in the firſte chapyter of 
this treatiſe : yet the byſſhoppes of 
Nome haue in tyme paſt, as heedes 
of the vntuerſall churche, taken v- 
pon them, to ſummon and appoynt 
encrall councils,as they haue cal- 
ed them, and to commande kinges 
and pꝛincis to obey that ſommons, 
and to aſſiſte theym therein. but yet 
Cv whan 
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when kynges # pꝛinces haue done 
ſoo: they, ne any other by their ap- 
poyntemente, ne pet any lay manne 
ſhulde haue in the ſayde councilles 
any voyces, but byſſhoppes, pꝛie⸗ 
ſtes,and religtous, and other of the 
clergie onely. Foz they haue pzcten- 
ded, that they make the vniuerſall 
churche,and that ſuch a churche as 
may not etre. And ſurely to ſay,that 
byſhops and paſtes , make the vnt⸗ 
uerſall churche, is a great erroure : 
fo: the vntuerſall church is the con- 
gregation of all faithefull people, 
and not onely of the byſſhops and 
pueſtes. Ind of that churche ſaint 
Paule ſpeke, Epheſ. v. whanne he 
ſa de. that fo2 his churche Chaiſte 
gaue hym ſelfe: and no man wylle 
ſay, that Chaiſt gaue hym ſelfe only 
fo: the clergie. Alſo ſaint Paule ſpe 
kynge of the particylar n of 

| e 
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the Cozinthians ſaith _ De = 2. Cor. a 


di uos vni wiro uirginem ca ſtam exhibere 
Chriſto, That is, I haue eſpouſed 
you, to gyue pour ſelte a chaſte vir⸗ 
gin to one manne, that is Chziſte. 
And by thoſe woꝛdes, a chaſte vyz- 
ne, he vnderſtandeth the vntuer⸗ 
al churche of the Coꝛinthians and 
not onelp of the clergie there. Howe 
be it the byſhops of this realme are 
clere fro that errour : foꝛ they ti 


well and catholikely haue confeſſed 
in their boke, called the Inſtitution 


of a ch;iſten man, in the title of ma- 
trimonie, that the congregation of 
al faithfull people maketh the vni- 
uerſall churche . And by reaſone of 
the ſaid pꝛetences, that the byſhops 
of Rome ſhulde be ſupꝛeme heedes 
of the vniuerſall churche and that 
they might ſummon a general cofi- 
cill, as thep haue callid it, to 9 

e 
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the churche.as they haue pꝛetended 


in capite & membris, in fide & moribus, * 


that is to ſay in heed and membꝛes, 
& in faith a mancrs, vnderſtaͤdyng 
by that woꝛde heed the byſhoppe of 
Kome:and by that woꝛde membꝛes 
kynges and pꝛinces and they: pco- 
ple:they hauebzought in many gret 
perillous crrours and abuſtons,as 
well to the hurte of theyz owne ſou- 
les, as of all the people. Ind oucr 
that, fo: mayntenance of they own 
honour, power,riches, libertie, and 
ſuche other, haue made lawes dires 
ctely agaynſt ſcripture, agaynſt the 
power of kynges and p:nces and 
theyz lawes, and aifo agaynſte all 
trouthe and charitie, and whereof 
they hadde noo power to make any 
lawes and canons , but onely that 
they tone vpon them to do it by the 
vlurped powers befoze r . 
n 
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And nowe lette every manne in his 


owne conſcience iuge, whether it be 
au indifferent waye of Juſtice, that 
the byſhoppe of Rome and the cler- 
gie ſhulde be in theſe mattiers tud- 
ges, to redzeſſe the ſayde abuſtons, 
hcreſyes, and vntrewe doctrynes, 
bꝛought in by them ſelfe, 4 by their 
p:cdeceſſoures, and whyther they 
wolde be dilygente to abbate their 
accuſtomed vlurped honoz, power, 
riches, ltbertte, and ſuche other, as 
in this woꝛlde be thinges ryght de⸗ 
lectable and pleſant, ſpecially if the 
councill bekepte, where they haue 
woꝛldly power: J doubte not, but 
that there be ſom of the clergie that 
wolde put therto right greatte dili⸗ 
gence: but to funde many of them, 
Ithinke it wold be very hard. And 
pet the byſhop of Rome hath nowe 
of late ſummoned a councyll to be 

holden 


The ſyxte chapiter. - 
holden after the old faſhion: Ind if 

he ſhuld ſhew him ſelf outwardly to 
do it fo2 a tefozmation, # inwardly 
intende to maynteyne koꝛthe the old 
abuſpons, it ſhoulde be in hym to 
great a faute ⁊ enoʒmitie to be ſuf: 
fred. And therkoze it is to think that 
he knowith many ok the clergy that 
wyll helpe fo:the his good purpoſe 
thetin. Howe be it thoughe his in⸗ 
tent be neuer ſoo good in this mats 
ter, pet if ignoꝛauce do not excuſe, J 
thinke verily, that he, and all that 
haue moued hym to ſimon it, haue 
fallen therby into a ryght great he⸗ 
reſie, fo: the cauſes befoze rcherled, 
And it wyll be very harde to pꝛoue 
thatignozaunce of thelawe of god 
ſhulde ercuſe any manne, ſpecially 
them that are moſte bounde to haue 
knowledge of it. Yoherfoze J wpll 
ſay thus farre, concerninge the ſaid 

coun: 


F 


The ſyxte chapiter. 
touncill that as many kynges and 
puncis, as knowe the ſaid text, Ec- 
cleſiaſtes. v. and other textes lyke, 
wherby it appereth euidentelp, that 
the high power, and the high coms 
mandement of the wozlde, reſtith in 
kinges and pꝛinces, and that none 
hath auctozitie vnder god to com⸗ 
maunde theym : and neuer the leſſe 
wyl appere at the ſayd councill that 
they agree , that the byſſhoppe of 
Kome is heade of the vnyuerſalle 
Churche, and ſo aſſente to the ſaide 
heryſye, and be maynteyners and 
pattteakers of it: and that they al- 
ſo renounce aud fozſake therby the 
power, that they haue receyued of 
god ouer his people, and that they 
diſable them ſelfe therby to refozme 
the abuſions, erxrours and hereſies, 
which thꝛough the craftes # ſleigh⸗ 
tes ot = fende, haue ben bzought 
into 


The ſyxte chapiter. 1 
into the woꝛlde, againſte the trewe 
doctrine of Chziſte and of his gol⸗ 
ſpel, and alſo againſte thenſamples 

of holy faders in the pꝛimitiue chur 
che and wherof there is no truſte of 
tefourmation, oncles kynges and 
p2incis ſhoꝛtly put to their handes. 


COf the gatheryng of catholike gencrall 
councils, The.vru.chapitcr, 


T HERE was no auctozitie gi- 
uen by Chziſte to oone apoſtle 

aboue an other, though pcraduen- | 
ture ſome teaſons myghte be made 
to pꝛouce, that Petcr oughte to haue 
ſome certapne pꝛeempnence befoze 
the other apoſtelles: but J entende 
not at this tyme, to ſpeake of that 
pꝛeemynence. Foz what ſoo euer it 
were, it can not be pꝛoued by Dcrta 
pture,ne by any other ſuffictent aus 
ctoute, wherby any man ſhulde be 
bounden 
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The ſenenth chapiter. 
bounden to beleue it, who was His 
ſucceſſoure.,, ne whoo is nowe his 
ſucceſſour: fo thatnone mayclatme 
any pꝛeempnente by hym ouer 
other. Ne it is not redde in Scrip⸗ 
ture, that whan the power of gene⸗ 
tall councils in the begynnynge of 
the churche ſtode in the appoſtelles 
and ſeniours,as J haue ſaid befoze, 
that any of the apoſtels commaun⸗ 
ded an other to come to any council. 
voherfoze it is very lyke, whan any 
doute role, that nedid to haue coun⸗ 
cill, that the apoſtels and ſerfours, 
and other of the churche, whoſe pꝛe⸗ 
ſence was neceſſary, of their chart- 
tie came to it, without any comman 
dement : but haply by a charitable 
and a louynge monitton and deſpze 
of one to an nother: ne there is not 
any mention made in ſcriptute, that 
there was any excommunication oz 
D inter- 
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interdiction made againſte theym 
that came not: foz all the mencion 
that is made, Ict. xv. fo: the gathe- 
rynge of the council at Hieruſalem, 
whan the queſtion roſe whethet cir⸗ 
cunciſyon ſhulde be neceſſary in the 
newe lawe, is, that the Apoſtelles, 
and ſeniours gathered them ſelfe to 
gether, to here the matter. And in 
the latter ende of the ſame chapiter 
it appereth, that the apoſtles and ſe⸗ 
mours, by aſſente of the hole chur⸗ 
che, wꝛote a letter to the bzethern of 
the gentylles conuerted at Antioch, 
Sitie and Cilyce, in whiche coun⸗ 
treys the (aid queſtion fyꝛʒſt ſpꝛang. 
And amonge other thynges , they 
wꝛote thus vntothem:Fo2 as moch 
as wehaueharde, that ſome of vg 
haue come to vou, and troubled you 
with woꝛdes tournynge your myn⸗ 
des, to whom we gaue no * 
f m 
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ment ſo to do: It hath pleaſcdbs; 
gathered to gether in one, to choſe 
men and to lende to you with oure 
mooſte dere beloued Barnabe and 
Paule.which ſhal ſhewe you, what 
we thynke. at. Ind it appereth not, 
that any commaundement was gi⸗ 
uen fo2 that gatherynge together? 
but that charitie was the very com⸗ 
maundement therin to euety man, 
t none other but that. Flfo AR. xxi. 
when the iewes murmured againſt 
ſaynte Paule, bycauſe that as they 
ſayde, he taughte the Jewes in the 
begpanynge of the churche, that 
they ſhuld not circumciſe thetr chil⸗ 
dꝛen: The b:ctherne at Yierufalem 
ſaid vnto hym, that vpon that mats 
ter it behoued to gather the multi⸗ 
tude, and ſo it was. But it appereth 
not, that any commandement was 
gyuen fozthe gatherynge , And J 
.. D tu baue 


The ſeuenth chapiter. 
haue not harde of any other ſcrip⸗ 
ture, that warranteth any ſuche co- 
maundement. And pet ſyth the fey- 
ned power of Rome beganne, it is 
pzetended, that ſuche thynges as ar 
to be doone in the Churche of God, 
muſte be done by the commaunde- 
ment of the byſhoppe of Kome: and 
thathe muſte commaunde all men, 
as well kynges and pꝛyncis, as 0s 
ther, none ercepte,ſpiritualne tem- 
pozall, and that they muſte obey his 
commaundement, and that vppon 
no leſſe peyne then of excommunt- 
cation 02 interdiction. Ind that it is 
he alſo, that is ſette to iudge al men. 
andthat vpon his welth vnder god, 
the helthe of all the people dothe de⸗ 
pende as it is ſavd Diſtinc. xl. Si papa. 
And ſurely theſe thinges can not be 
deryined oute of the mekeneſſe of 


Chzilte , whyche, as he wytnellethe 
| hym 
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hym ſelfe, was meke and mylde in 
hatte. And J thinke therfoze, that if 
it ſhuld happen hereafter, any infys 
dels to be conuerted to the keithe of 
Chaiſte, that they ſhuld be meruat= 
louſ ly aſtonied, whan they hereng 
ot Chuſtis mekenes, ſhulde ſee 

the pide in his mpnyſters , whyche 
neuertheles pꝛetend the higheſt ot 
fection in Chziſtis Churche. J ſup: 
pole therfoze,that it were euen now 
a thynge moſte pleaſant to god, and 
the moſt redy way to encourage in⸗ 
fidels to be conuerted, and mekely 
to recepue the faith of Chuſte, that 
euety kynge and pance in their re- 
almes and domintons befoze anye 
other thinge, refo:me that pꝛide. 
Ind as foz the gatheringe of fuche 
a free catholyque — councill, 
to be gathered by kynges and pztn- 
cis, as I haue ſaide _— it is = 
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haue not harde of any other ſcrip⸗ 
ture, that warranteth any ſuche cõ⸗ 
maundement. Ind pet ſyth the fey- 
ned power of Rome beganne, it is 
pzetended, that ſuche thynges as ar 
to be doone in the Churche of God, 
muſte be done by the commaunde- 
ment of the byſhoppe of Rome: and 
thathe muſte commaunde all men, 
as well kynges and pꝛyncis, as 0s 
ther, none ercepte,ſpiritualne tem- 
pozall, and that they muſte obey his 
commaundement, and that vppon 
no leſſe peyne then of excommunt- 
cation 02 interdiction. Ind that it is 
he alſo, that is ſette to iudge al men. 
andthatvpon his welth vnder god, 
the helthe of all the people dothe de⸗ 
pende, as it is ſayd Diſtinc. xl. Si papa. 
And ſurely theſe thinges can not be 
deryuied oute of the mekeneſſe of 
Chzilte , whyche, as he — 


The ſeuentk chapiter. 
hym ſelfe, was meke and mylde in 
hatte. And J thinke thertoꝛe, that if 
it ſhuld happen hereafter, any inty⸗ 
dels to be conuerted to the keithe of 
Chaiſte, that they ſhuld be meruat= 
louſly aſtonied, whan they 

of Chultis mekenes, ſhulde ſee 
the pꝛide — his — , whyche 
neuertheles pꝛetend gheſt 
fection in Chziſtis Churche. J pk 
pole thertoꝛe, that it were euen now 
a thynge moſte pleaſant to god, and 
the moſt redy way to encourage in⸗ 
fidels to be conuerted, and mekely 
to receyue the faith of Chuſte, that 
euety kyngeandpance in their re- 
almes and dominions befoze anye 
other thinge, refo:me that pꝛide. 
Ind as fo: the gatheringe of fuche 
a free catholyque — councill, 
to be gathered by kynges and pin 
cis, as I haue ſaide 1 it * 


The ſeuenth chapiter. 
to ha douted but that euery chꝛiſten 
paace by the gencrall bonde of cha» 
titie, to the honogy of god, and to 
the helthe as well of his owne ſoule 


of the ſoules pf all his ſubtectes, 
he hath taken moſte ſpecial 
cure and charge befoze any other: 
and foz the mapntenance alſo of the 
vnitie of faithe in Chziſtis churchet 
wyll fro tyme to tyme, as nede ſhall 
require, charitably agtee, that ſuche 

atholytze generalle councilles, ag 
be befoze reherſed, ſhulde be gathez 
ted, and to ſee that ſuche perſonneg 
haue the voyces therin, as (ſhall bg 
thought mooſte indifferente. And il 
there were a generall councill thus 
gathered, by auctozitte of kynges. 
and pꝛincis, I thinke it wolde dos 
moze good at one ſyttyng, then ma- 
ny of the generall councylles that 
haue hen kept in tyme paſte by on 
* | tozitt 
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tozitie ot᷑ byſſhops of Kome,andof! 
the clergie, haue done in many yes 
res. Foz the moze pitie is, thev vn⸗ 
der the colour of ret̃oꝛ mation, haue 
mapynteyned right great abufions, 
and vnttewe doctrines , whiche or 
lykelyhode they ol them ſelſe wyll 
neuer refoꝛme: but our loꝛde of his 
goodnes map retoʒme them, wha 
it pleaſeth hym. TEAS 
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Of dyuers lawes and decrees made bꝝ 
bdyſnops of Rome, and the clergie,” **** 
whiche be not ofely vntre we, 
dus be alſa agaynſte ſcri p- 
ture. The. vu cha. 


1 As ſayde amonge other thyns 
ges; Diſtin x. i papa, that the pops 
ts ſette to iudge al men and that no 
moztall man map tepꝛoue hym : foz 
whoſe perpctuall eſtateſas heſaith) 
all tayth people ſoo mothe the 
moze inſtantly pzayeth,as they pers 
D tit ceius 
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ctyue that of his welthe nexte onto 
god their helthe doth depende. And 
thefe ſapinges be not onely vntrue, 
but alſo agaynſte all the textes of 
ſcripture, that ſpeake of the power 
of kynges and pances,and alſo a- 
gaynſte the texte of fraternal cozre- 
ction, Matth. xvm, foz he ſayth in the 
kayde diſtinction, that no man may 
cozrectehym. 

¶ Ilſo — Si imperator, Qs 
monge other thynges, hit is ſayde 
thus: A 
ges ſhoulde be diſpoſed by pzteſtes, ' 
as perteyne to the churche : and not 
by feculer powers, and that chaſten 
Emperours 0 to ſubmyt thepz 
executionsto eceleſiaſticall byſhop- 
pes, and not pzeferre them. And in 
the ſame diſtinction, ca. Nunquen de 
epiſcopis, it ts ſayde, pʒincis be wont 
to ſubmyt they; heddes e 
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and not to tudge bpon they; hedes. 
And howe farre theſe ſayinges be 
agaynſte the trouthe, and howe dt- 
rectely agaynſte the power of kyn⸗ 
— and pꝛinces, to theym gyuen by 
cripture, It wyll appere to thenm 
that wylle rede the textes recyted in 
the fpzlte chaptter of this treatyſe. 
¶ Also. ria. 4. viii. Omni timore, he« 
uenly rewarde is pꝛompſed with⸗ 
out doubte to all thepm that dye fog 
the trouthe of the faithe, foz ſalua⸗ 
tion of the coũtrey, and foz defence 
ot — and yet it — 
doubte a man maye dye 
deedly fynne without repentance in 
all thoſe caſes :andif he do ſoo, he 
chall not be ſaued. And that ſayinge 
alſo is dyzectly agaynſt diners ſcrt- 
ptures, ſpeake of penaunce, 
and of to eof ourhartes to 
' Hod:fozthe very true penaunce ts 
D vb cons 
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contricion of harte, with a tull pur= 
poſe neuer aftet to offend, and none 
but that. ö 
¶ Alſo Diſtinct. xix. Enim vero, the bys' 
ſhop of Rome ſaithe thus: Foz as 
moche as the churche of Rome, in 
the whiche Chaſte wyl we haue the 
rule, is ſette as a glaſſe and an ex⸗ 
ample to other: euery thynge that 
it commaundeth is alway without 
denieng, of eucry man to be obſers 
ued. And ſoo it apperethe, that as: 
Chztiſte byddeth pꝛeciſely, that his 
commaundementes be kepte, that 
foo lykewyſe the byſhoppe of Rome 
faythe as pzecyſelp withoute excep⸗ 
tion, that the commaundementes. 
ofthe churche of Rome are to be 
obſcrued . And vndoubtedlye that 
ſayenge ts vntrue and was grouns 
ded vpon a greate pꝛeſumptionꝛ foʒ 
the byſhoppes of Rome haue made 
mam 
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many lawes that may not be obſer⸗ 
ued as befoze appercth . And there 
is a lawe ot lyke effecte in the ſame 
rir.diſtnction, Nulli fas eſt, as tothe 
reder wyll appere. 

C Alſo Diſtinc. bæxxvi Quando neceßi- 
tas, the byſhoppe of Rome ſaythe to 
all pelates thus: whan the neceſſtz 
tie of diſcipline in good maners cõ⸗ 
pelleth you toſpeke ſoꝛe wozdes, fo 
that ye thyuke pe haue erceded : vet 
it is not aſked of you, that ve ſhall 
al ke fo:gyuenes of your ſubiecte, 
leſte haply the auctozitie of gouer- 
naunce, by ſhewynge ouer moche 
mekenes,mightbebzoken in them 
that ſhulde be ſubtectes : but pct he 
agrecth. that in ſuche caſe, — 
nes muſte be aſked of god: Ind it 
is to be meruapled, what gouer⸗ 
naunce pꝛelates ſhulde haue, that 
* bebzoken with mekenes. Foz 
Chzilte 


ſe The eyght chapiter. | 
Chniſte hadde no gouernaunce but 


chat it agreed well and ſtode hole 
with mekenes: and therfoze he ſaid, 
h. u. I am meke and mylde in hatte. 
C Fynally this diſtinction is dite⸗ 
ctely agaynſt the goſpell, where our 
uh. g. maiſtet Chꝛiſte commaundeth a re⸗ 
1 tonſiliation to our bzoder, befoze we 
make our offerynge. fo: this diſtin» 
ction excepteth pꝛelates therof, whe 
they excede in woꝛdes: and pet they 
be not excepted in the ſayde goſpell, 
¶ Alſo. xxvi. 9. i. Sunt quiden: the bi⸗ 
ſhoppe of Rome ſayth amonge dy- 
ners other thpnges, that ſuche thin 
ges as the iſtes and pꝛo⸗ 
phetes ſpeke not of, he maye make 
newe lawes: and he neyther excep⸗ 
teth lyfe, londes, noꝛ goodes, and | 
that pzetence is ſo vntrewe, that J 
thynke verelye, there is not one of 
the clergy at this day, that wyl pꝛe⸗ 


e 
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tende, that the clergye maye make 
lawes of ſuche thynges : thoughe 
peraduenture ſomme wolde thinke, 
that they maye make lawes of ſu- 
che thynges, as they calle ſpiritu- 
alle. But the truthe is, that they 
maye not make anyclawes of the 
one ne of the other. And yt they did, 
they ſhoulde doo directcly againſte 
dyuers textes ot᷑ ſcryptute, whiche 
gyue power in that behalfe to kyn⸗ 
ges and pꝛincis, whereof parte be 
recited befoze. And ouer that, yf all 
thelawes made by byſſhoppes of 
Rome, and other biſhoppes and the 
clergie in tyme paſte, were thꝛough⸗ 
ly ſerched , there wolde appere , be⸗ 
ſyde the lawes befoze remembzed , 
ryght many decrees and canons a- 
gaynſte (cripture, and againſte the 


power ot kynges and pꝛincis: and 


that alſo gyue moze occaſiõ to pude 
than 


- 
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than to mekencſſe, and that be like 
wyſe righte harde and greuous, as 
welle tomanp of the clergye, as to 
the hole multitude of the people. 
And pet it is tobe doubted, that yf 
theſe matters, and other lyke, ſhuld 
be commytted to the byſſhoppe of 
Rome and to the clergte,to be refoz- 
med tn ſuche counctls as haue bene 
vſed in tyme paſte, and wherin byſ- 
ſhops and pʒiſtes haue only had the 
voices, that right ſmall refourma- 
tion ſhuld folowe thervpon. voher; 
foe kinges and pꝛincis now tn this 
daungerous tyme are bounden in 
tonſcicce, toloke the moze diligent⸗ 
iy vppon ſuche matters. 
¶ And this treatyſe intendeth not, 
that all miniſtrations and ceremo- 
nies, whiche haue ben vſed in tyme 
paſte by cuſtome and by the lawe of 
man, ſhulde be auoyded and ces 
ette 
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fet aſpde, ne yet that defaute ſhulde 
be found in the biſhop of Rome and 
in the clergie,and to reſte there and 
go no ferther, but rather that ſuche 
abuſyons # ſuperſtitions, as haue 


riſen by occaſion of ſome of the (ard 


miniſtrations and ceremonies, x of 


the biſhops of Rome # the clergye, 
ſhuld be refozmed, a bought to the 
true trade of Chaiſtes doctrine, nd 


that it ſhuld alſo be openly ſhewed 
and declared to the woꝛlde, by what 
auctozytie the mynyſtrations and 
ceremonies nowe vſed amonge the 
people, and alſo the power of the bi⸗ 
ſhoppes of Rome and of the clergy 
fy:ſt began. Foz if true and playne 
declaration were made in that be- 
haife, it wolde vndoutedly appere, 
that the byſſhops of Nome and the 
clergy haue vnder the colour of the 


law ot god, clapmed many mo thin 


ges 
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ges, thenne it gyueth vnto theym: 


and whiche hathe bennc in theym a 
right greatte offence, and hath ben 
alſo one of the greatteſt occaſyons, 


wherby the charitie, peace and qui 
etnes am onge the peoigſnue ve ben 
b:oken, and the putitie 


doctrine, in maner wy into a 
hole ceremontall faſhton of Ipui 
after the deuyce and _— 


clergie. Ind ik luche thynges were 
retoʒmed it is very like, that trouth 
whiche is God hym ſelfe, and his 


trewe doctrines wolde ſhoꝛtly alter 


appiere in the wozlde, and boldelye 
— faces thꝛoughe all ch;t- 
n . 
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